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efforts showed that it was necessary to commence
a new trial by an impartial collection of all the
evidence that could be brought to bear on the origin
and growth of human speech. This, which we call
the historical study of language, soon led to a genea-
logical classification of the principal languages of the
world, in which Hebrew received at last its right
place, by the side of other Semitic dialects; while
the question of the origin of language assumed an
altogether new form, viz. what is the origin of roots
and radical concepts in every one of the great fa-
milies of human speech ? By following the example
of the science of language, the students of the science
of religion have arrived at very similar results. In-
stead of approaching the religions of the world with
the preconceived idea that they are either corruptions
of the Jewish religion, or descended, in common with
the Jewish religion, from some perfect primeval reve-
lation, they have seen that it is their duty first to
collect all the evidence of the early history of re-
ligious thought that is still accessible in the sacred
books of the world, or in the mythology, customs,
and even in the languages of various races. After-
wards they have undertaken a genealogical classifi-
cation of all the materials that have hitherto been
collected, and they have then only approached the
question of the origin of religion in a new spirit,
by trying to find out how the roots of the various
religions, the radical concepts which form their foun-
dation, and, before all, the concept of the infinite,
could have been developed, taking for granted nothing
but sensuous perception on one side, and the world
by which we are surrounded on the other.